
Grading for this assignment will be based on answer quality, logic / organization of the paper, and 

language and writing skills, using the following rubric. 

Points: 300   Assignment Rubric – Research Paper for HECO 305 and 405 

Criteria 

 

Unacceptable 

Below 60% F 

1 

Meets 

Minimum 

Expectations 

60-69% D 

2 

 

Fair 

70-79% C 

3 

 

Proficient 

80-89% B 

4 

 

Exemplary 

90-100% A 

5 

 

Total Points 

1. Briefly provide 

an abstract and 

the purpose of   

your research 

paper. The 

interest and 

contribution to 

the existing 

literature 

Weight: 20% 

(Ex. Maximum 

Points Possible 

is 60) 

Did not submit 

or incompletely 

explained the 

purpose of your 

research. 

Insufficiently 

explained the 

purpose of your 

research. 

Partially 

explained the 

purpose of your 

research 

  

Satisfactorily 

explained the 

purpose of your 

research 

Thoroughly 

explained the 

purpose of your 

research.  

 

 

 

 

 

2. Formulate 

your position or 

specify your 

model on the 

debate of your 

research paper.  

 

Weight: 10% 

(Ex. Maximum 

Points Possible 

is 30) 

Did not submit 

or incompletely 

formulated your 

position or 

specify the 

model on your 

research paper 

Insufficiently 

formulated your 

position or 

specify your  

model on the 

your research 

paper  

Partially 

formulated your 

position or 

specified your 

model on the 

debate of your 

research paper. 

Satisfactorily 

formulated your 

position or 

specified your 

model on the 

debate of your 

research paper.  

Thoroughly 

formulated your 

position or 

specified your 

model on the 

debate of your 

research paper. 

 

3. Defend your 

position or 

model 

specification 

given your 

research 

methodology – 

Empirical 

Analysis of your 

research. 

 Weight: 20% 

Did not submit 

or incompletely 

defended your 

position or 

model 

specification 

given your 

research 

methodology. 

Insufficiently 

defended your 

position or 

model 

specification 

given your 

research 

methodology. 

 

Partially 

defended your 

position or 

model 

specification 

given your 

research 

methodology. 

 

Satisfactorily 

defended your 

position or 

model 

specification 

given your 

research 

methodology. 

 

Thoroughly 

defended your 

position or 

model 

specification 

given your 

research 

methodology. 

. 

 



(Ex. Maximum 

Points Possible 

is 60) 

4. Determine 

which economic 

theory best 

supports your 

research 

analysis with 

policy 

recommendation 

(s) and 

conclusion.  

Weight: 25% 

(Ex. Maximum 

Points Possible 

is 75) 

Did not submit 

or incompletely 

determined 

economic theory 

best supports 

your research 

analysis with 

policy 

recommendation 

(s) and 

conclusion.   

Insufficiently 

determined 

which economic 

theory best 

supports your 

research 

analysis with 

policy 

recommendation 

(s) and 

conclusion.    

Partially 

determined 

which economic 

theory best 

supports your 

research 

analysis with 

policy 

recommendation 

(s) and 

conclusion.   

Satisfactorily 

determined 

which economic 

theory best 

supports your 

research 

analysis with 

policy 

recommendation 

(s) and 

conclusion.    

Thoroughly 

determined 

which economic 

theory best 

supports your 

research 

analysis with 

policy 

recommendation 

(s) and 

conclusion.    

 

5. 10 references 

No Wikipedia 

OR 

Investopedia. 

Scholarly 

references 

required 

Weight: 10% 

(Ex. Maximum 

Points Possible 

is 30) 

No references 

provided 

Does not meet 

the required 

number of 

references; all 

references poor 

quality choices. 

Does not meet 

the required 

number of 

references; 

some references 

poor quality 

choices. 

Meets number 

of required 

references; all 

references high 

quality choices. 

Exceeds 

number of 

required 

references; all 

references high 

quality choices. 

 

6. Clarity, writing 

mechanics, and 

formatting 

requirements 

Weight: 15% 

(Ex. Maximum 

Points Possible 

is 45) 

More than 8 

errors present  

7-8 errors 

present 

5-6 errors 

present 

3-4 errors 

present 

0-2 errors 

present 

 

  

NOTE: 

1 = Failure; 2 = Passing-below average; 3 = Pass-Average; 4 = Good;  5 = Excellent 


